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MATTHEW, XVII. 10, 11, 12, 13. 

And his disciples asked him, saying, why 
then say the Scribes that Elias must 
first come? And Jesus answered and 
said unto them, Elias truly shall first 
come and restore all things : But I say 
unto you, that Elias is come already 
and they knew him not ; but have done 
unto him whatsoever they listed: like- 
wise shall also the Son of man suffer of 
them. Then the disciples understood 
that he spake unto them of John the Bap- 
list. 


Jesus had charged his disciples not to 
tell the vision of his transfiguration until he 
should be risen from the dead. ‘The dis- 
ciples concluding that.he must be the long 
expected Messiah, ask him why the scribes 
should say that Elias must first come, sup- 
posing that no one had come answering that 
description. Jesus answered them, by 
showing that the scribes were right in their 
remarks, that Elias should first come aad 
restore all things : i.e. that Elias should 
precede the Messiah or come before him. 
‘hen he adds, that Elias is come already. 
The disciples then drew this conclusion, 
that by Elias was meant John the Baptist.— 
Malachi, (iv. 5,) had said, I will send you 
Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord; and 
he shall turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the hearts of the children to 
their fathers, lest Icome and smite the earth 
with a curse. 

That John the Baptist was Elias, who, 
the seribes said, must first come, is evident 
from Mat. xi. 14. And if ye will receive it, 
ihis is Elias, which was for to come: from 
fsa. xl. 8, and Luke iii. 4. The voice of 
one crying in the wilderness, prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight : 
and Luke i. 76. And thou child (John the 
Baptist,) shall be called the prophet of the 
Highest, for thou shalt go before the face 
ofthe Lord to prepare his way ; to give 
knowledge of salvation to his people, by the 
remission of their sins ; through the tender 
mercy of our God, &c. 

Thus, it is evident that John the baptist 





Was the Elias, who was to come before! 


Christ to prepare his way and to restore all 
things. 

In attending to this subject, we shall in- 
quire, 

I. What things were to be restored. 


If. That John did restore them and in 
what sense. 


I. What things were to be restored. 

It is certain that the Jewish nation had 
amazingly corrupted the word of God, and 
rendered his commandments of none effect 
by their tradition. Their prophets (with e 
few exceptions) were vain and treacherous; 
they prophesied lies. So Isa. xxx. 9, 10, 
11, this is a rebellious people, lying chil- 
dren, children that will not hear the law of 
the Lord ; which say to the seers, see not ; 
and to the prophets, prophesy not unto us 
right things ; speak unto us smooth things, 
prophesy deceits : get ye out of the way, 
turn aside out ofthe path, cause the holy 
one of Israel to cease from before us. 

This had been the case with Israel for 
ages before the coming of Christ, and was 
the reason why he said, thus have ye made 
the commandments of God of none effect 
by your tradition. 

Thisthen, isone thing to be expelled 
from the practice and worship of the Jews 
in order for the restoration of the worship 
of God in spirit and in truth. 

The Jews were a self righteous, hype- 
critical generation. The sense of God’s 
favor and mercy accompanied with repeat- 
ance, Wasa doctrine which needed to be 
restored to the Jews. John restored this 
by preaching the baptism of repentance. 

John restored to doctrines of repentance 
and reformation as necessary to all classes; 
to rulers and priests as well as the people 
in general : to the pharisees and scribes, as 
well as to the openly vicious and profane. 

John restored the impartiality of the law 
in condemning all sin, in whaomsoever it 
was found. The axe is laid to the root of 
the trees, and that every tree without ex- 
ception, that bringeth not forth good fruit 
is to be hewn down and cast into the fire. 

Thus John restored all things as it re- 
spected the purity and extent of the law in 
ts reqairementss its impartiality and its con- 
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demning power. John restored to the 
Jews the doctrine of salvation in Christ the 
seed of Abraham 3 the doctrine of which 
was lost to the Jews by their many apos- 
tacies and desires of self justification. God 
had promised to Abraham, Isaac and Ja- 
cob, that in their seed all the nations, the 
families and kindred of the earth should be 

lessed ; the Jews had lost this and only 
supposed that their Messiah was to bea 
great temporal deliverer. 

Thus Joun restored all things pertaining 
to life by Christ. 

If. in what sense did John restore all 
these things. 

He made the truth cf all the things 
which he preached appear evident and un- 
deniable in the plain and convincing man- 
ner of his preaching. He not only preach- 
ed those doctrines, but taught them in such 
a piain and forcible manner, that the im- 
pression on the people was astonishing.— 
Tt roused the attention of all classes 5 there 
went ontte him Jerusalem and all Judea, 
and allthe regions round about Jordan, 
and were baptised of him in Jordan, con- 
fessing their sins. This was a restoration 
among the Jews, the like of which we have 
no account in the sacred writings. The 
solemn and awful manner of his preaching, 
together with the impartiality of his com- 
munication to Pharisees and doctors cf the 
law as wellas to the common people, had 
an diiaziag tendency to restore tothe minds 
of that people, those al! important truths, 
which for many ages, had been lost. O 
generation of vipers, (said he to the Phari- 
sees and Saddacecs who came to his bap- 
tis) who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? bring forth, therefore, fruit, 
meet for repentance 5 and think not to say 
within yourselves, we have Abraham to 
our father, for i say unto you that God is 
able of these stones to raise up children un- 
to Abraham. And now also the axe is laid 
unto the root of the trees : therefore every 
tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is 
hewn down and cast into the fire. Mat. iii. 
7, 8,9. 

The. doctrine of man’s duty and of man’s 
situation, was thus, by John, restored in its 
greatest purity and in a manner, which car- 
ried complete conviction. 

John did not stop here, but in the 11th 
and i2th verses, he restores to their minds 
the Gospel in equal majesty and dignity ; 
I indeed baptize you with water unto re- 
pentance ; but he, that cometh after me is 


jie, 


promise made by Abraham) baptize you 
with the holy ghost and with fire. Whose 
fan isin his hand and he will thoroughly 
purge his floor, and gather the wheat lets 
his garner, but he will burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire. He pointed oy 
Christ to the people, as the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world. _ 

The manner of Joln’s appearance: his 
habit being canvels hair, girt about with a 
leathern girdle ; and his diet being locusts 
and wild honey, added to the great impor. 
tance of his words, which sunk with amaz. 
INg Conviction. 

Thus John restored all things pertaining 
to law and gospel, to their original sim. 
plicity and purity; i.e. he preached them 
plainly to the understanding of nen, bring- 
ing such conviction as none were able to 
dispute. 

It appears that it had a great effect as to 
the conduct of the nation; they were bap- 
tized confessing their sins. 

REMARKS. 

With what propriety is it said, that John 
came to prepare the way of the Lord and to 
make his paths straight ? Our subject teach- 
es us, that what Jolin did was not to make 
any ulteration in either law or gospel ; but 
to bring both to the understanding of men: 
that whereas darkness or ignorance, as to 
trath, wason the mind of the nation gen- 
erally, by reason of which they wandered 
in uncertainty and error; so John by the 
plainness and power of his preaching, pre- 
pared their minds to receive the doctrines 
of grace, which were fully to be illustrated 
when the Messiah should make his appear- 
ance. Thus John prepared the way of the 
Lord and made his paths straight. 

The power and efficacy attending a prea- 
cher is, generally, dependant on three 
things : 

1. He must preach the truth. 

2. He must preach the truth impartially 
to all. 

3. He must be sincere and be vaconform- 
ed to the world. 

1. He must preach thetruth. We con- 
sider truth to be essential to the information 
of the mind, to cunviction and a correspon 
dent practice. 

If truth be withheld in preaching, and the 
inventions of man be substituied in "6 
place ; though an Assembly may be amus 
ed, it will not be convineed. Tf John had 
preached the traditions of the Jews and col 
formed to the customs of his notion, be 








mightier than I, whose shoes J am not wor- 
thy to bear; he shall (according to the | 


would have had no converts, he would not 
have had any to baptize, nor would any have 
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come forwardand confessed their sins.— 
But preaching the truth plainly and clearly 
it convinced the miad, and aroused men to a 
sense of their guilt, and constrained them 
to make a public confession of their sins. 

The man who preaches truth, may be 
sure to mect with opposition from many 3 
thus the propheis, Jesus Christ and the A- 
posties, and even John the Baptist lost 
his head, ai last, for declaring the truth. 

2. Truth must be impartially preached 
to all. 

He, who has man’s persons in admira- 
tion because of advantage, will never be a 
successful preacher. John could tell a king 
that his marriage was unlawful, which, no 
doubt, was realized both by the king and 
his queen; yet it was a reproof of their 
wickedness and that on which they had 
calculated their happiness in life; John for 
his plainness must lose his head; and 
they, to gratify their malice, must lose 
their peace, and the approbation of con- 
science. John, herein, set an example of 
impartiality in preaching the truth to all. 
His impartial preaching was manifest to the 
Pharisees and Sadducees, who came to his 
baptism. “ O generation of vipers, who hath 
watned you to flee from the wrath tocome r”’ 

The true prophets, Christ and his Apos- 
tles, together with all faithful ministers of 
Christ in every age and country, have con- 
sidered plain dealing and impartiality as 
their unquestionabie duty. 

3. A preacher must be sincere, and be 
unconformed to the world. 

Insincerity in a preacher will be discov- 
cred by the hearer: its consequence will 
be a distike to the preacher, which will so 
prejudice the mind that there will be a dis- 
relish towards whit is delivered. 

Mankind generally, will not, with plea- 
sure receive even the truth from a man of 
vanity and insincerity. Hence, there i the 
greatest necessity, that a preacher should 
believe and feel the weight of his subject in 
order that it may be forceably impressed on 
the mind of his hearers. 

John was a remarkable instance of this 
truth. No man ever preached with great- 
er power and efficacy ; nor ever was more 
instrumental in gaining the attention of a 
whole nation, and exciting them to confess 
their sins, than John the Baptist. It was 
not the elegance of his appearance, nor the 
flowery style in which he delivered his dis- 
courses 3 but it was truth, the most import- 
ant truth, dclivered in the most plain, im- 
partial and sincere manner. He did not use 
partiality towards the rich and the great 


nor favor the self-righteous and the hypo- 
crite, while speaking and acting for God; 
but, without fear or partiality to any per- 
son, delivered his message to all mew in the 
fear of God. ‘Thuseven the Pharisees as 
well as the nation at large, believed that 
John was a Prophet. 

Another thing in John (and which onght 
to be fuund in all who preach the word,) 
was his unconformity to the world. John 
did not court the faver of princes, nor cen- 
form to their customs. His apparcl was 
coarse, his diet very plain eud his mode of 
preaching, unembellished by any thing 
which attracted the fancy. He was not c}cth- 
ed in soft raiment, nor did he live delicately. 
He bore no titles of distinction, as holy, or 
reverend, or Doctor of Divinity, or His 
Grace, ¥c. &c. but the voice of one crying 
in the wilderness ; or more plainly, he was 
called John; and, that he might be cistin- 
guished from others of that name, he was 
called John the baptist. 

He connived at no vices, conformed to 
no fashionable circics, neither did he court 
the applause of menor the honors of the 
world. ‘The important work of preparing 
the way of the Lord and making his paths 
straight, was that, to which he was appeirt- 
ed and to which he paid the strictest atten- 
tion. Living above the world while he 
lived init, and faithfully performing the 
work entrusted to him ; he had the plandit 
of his Saviour as the greatest prophet, that 
ever was born of woman, as being a burning 
and shining light, and as enc, in whose 
light the nation rejoiced. . 

How ought the plainness of Jolin’s ap- 
pearance; the simplicity of his diet; the 
impartiality, with which he delivered his 
message ; and his aversion to all titles of 
worldly distinctions and honors, to reprove 
our Rev. brethren in the ministry, whose 
appearance is conformable to the world ;— 
whose fare is sumptuous; whose message is 
delivered with partiality, and whose prac- 
tice is to shew tie most anxious desire 
after the titles and honors of the world.— 
Let every minister, (especially of our own 
order) lay aside and reprobate the impious 
title af Reverend ; it belongs not to mortal; 
and as acheck to those, whe are anxious 
for a splendid apparel, let them always bare 
in mind the camel’s hair and leathern gir- 
dle of John the Baptisi—Eniror. ~ 





Many people are believed to be good 
christians, because they are orthodox in 
faith, though they are extremely heterodor 





| in practice: 
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———— 


For the Gospel Advocate. 
A DISCOURSE, 
ON FORGIVENESS OF SINE. ° 
ACTS, V. 31. 





same difficulty arises as before. God « wil 
by no means forgive the guilty.” If then 
forgiveness consists in not punishing as 
much as justice requires, ask, how could 
the Jews be punished for all their sins, and 


“ Him hath God exalted with his right forgiven aleo? We have the most un. 


Zand, to be « Prince and a Saviour, for 
to give repentance tu Israel and forgtve- 
ness of sins.” ry 
The doctrine of “ forgiveness of sins,” is 
one, which is of unquestionable importance. 
Whoever is accustomed to reflect seriously 
upon those truths revealed in the bible, can 
probably unite with me in saying, that,! 
there has been some difficulty in the attempt 
at reconciling the common opinion of for- 
siveness with some passages of the sacred 
text. It has been thought to consist in 
some indulgences granted by the Almighty, 
whereby mankind escape deserved punish- 
ment for theirsins. ‘This idea, besides be- 
ing calculated to take away a suitable fear 
of punishment, and thereby open the flood- 
gates of iniquity, is directly opposed to ma- 
ny plain and unequivocal declarations of 
the inspired volume. 
In order that we may see, plainly, the 
difficulties attending this subject, I will 
briefly bring up to view a few passages, 
which evidently stand opposed tothe com- 
mon opinion of forgiveness. In Ex. xxxiv. 
7. we read thus, * God keepeth mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgres- 
sion and sin, and will by no means clear 
the guilty.” Here thecommon opirion of for- 
giver.ess is fairly at issue with the declara- 
tion, that, “God will by no means clear the 
guilty.” 
¥ Observe: God is represented as a forgiv- 
ing and merciful being, and yet, he will 
by no means clear the guilty. Now I de- 
mand, how it can be possible, according to 
the commen understanding of forgiveness, 
for God to forgive iniquity, transgression 
and sin, and at the same time “ by no means 
elear the guilty 7” It will not do to say, 
that he punishes all the finally impenitent, 
and clears the penitext ; for penitence in 
that case, would be the means of escape, 
whereas the guilty shall “by no means” 
be cleared. 
Again :—Christ when expiring upon the 
eross, most fervently and devoutly prayed, 
that the Jews who put him to death, might 
be forgiven. Hence he exclaimed, “ Fa- 


. 


equivocal proof of the fact, that the mur. 
derers of our Lord, could in no way escape 
the punishment due their offences, for to g0 
to the full extent ofthe denunciations pro- 
nounced agyinst them they were plainly tol 
by Christ himself, that they could not es. 
cape the damnation of hell, (Gehenna.) 

Now, if they could not escape this punish- 


ishing tothe full extent of the demands of 
justice, I ask how they could be punished 
as threatened, and at the same time be for- 
given, in answer to the prayer of Christ up- 
on the cross. 
These difficulties, are not merely attach- 
ed to one mode of faith: They lie at the 
door of christianity itself, and unless renoy- 
ed, will forever militate with the plainly re. 
vealed doctrines of the bible. — If the idea, 
that forgiveness consists in not punishing 
sinners as much as they deserve be true, we 
must either invent some way to explain out 
of the world the texts | have quoted, or ad- 
mit what every christian is unwilling to do, 
viz: that, the bible contradicts itself. 

Ishall now proceed, 1st. To show the 
nature of forgiveness of sin, as tazglit in 
the scriptures of the Old and New Vesta- 
ments. 


In order, to avoid the difficulties already 
noticed, we find it necessary, to put some 
construction upon the term forgiveness, dif- 
ferent from the commonly received import 
of the word. There is no other way to a 
void coming in contact with those passages 
which go to prove the fact that, all men 
shall positively receive a just and equitable 
mene ene for the deeds done in the body, 
only, to admit without a moment’s hesita- 
tion, that, the doctrine of forgiveness, is 
perfeetly consistent with such punishment. 
We have no other alternative! We must 
admit the fact, that, “ God will by no means 
clear the guilty ;” and forgiveness must be 
perfectly consistent with this idea, or we 
must fling away our bibles! I now will 
advance this proposition :—Forgiveness 
consists in something, compatible with the 
strict justice of the Almighty. 





ther forgive them,” &c. Now, the ques- 
tion arises, did he “ pray in faith, nothing 
doubting ?” The answer must be yes.— 
Then it follows of eourse, that they were 
forgiven their sins. But, here again, the 


The word forgiveness, is found 7 times 
‘in the Bible, and it may be well, to notice 
| those passages where it occurs. It is use 
| once inthe Old Testament. Ps. 190.4 


ment, and forgiveness consists in not pun 
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But there is forgiveness with thee, that 
thou mayest be feared.” : 

The fear of the Lord, is the beginning of 
wisdem, and from this fact, in connexion 
with what has already been said, | infer, 
that, no man can obtain forgiveness, until 
le entertains a suitable fear of the Lord.— 
In other words, he must have the “ begin- 
ning of wisdom,” betore he can receive the 
forgiveness of sins. 

This is evident from the nature of the 
subject.—Because, he ‘who sins against tie 
commands of God is guilty, and shall by 
no means be cleared from a just and right- 
eous punishment: Now if he does not for- 
sake the pursvit of transgression—turn 
from sin unto the Lord—have within 
himself a right spirit and a right mind he 
will consequently remain a transgressor, and 
if so will continue to merit and receive a 
just recompense of reward for his iniquities. 
Therefore, forgiveness can never take place 
until punishment and a true knowledge of 
God and the law produces in the mind a 
firm resolution to abandon that course 
which never fails to bring upon the head of 
the transgressor, the pain of punishment. 

The first passage in the New Testament, 
where this word occurs, is Mark, 3. 29, 
where speaking of the sin against the Holy 
Ghost, it is said, they have not forgiveness 
but are in danger of aionian punishment. 
As the meaning of this passage depends 
upon the construction given to the term, 
forgiveness, I shall let it rest, until we 
come to some conclusion in relation to the 
doctrine under consideration. Again :— 

Acts, xiii. 58.—“ Be it known unto you 
therefore, men and brethren, that, thro’ 
this man, is preached unto you the forgive- 
ness of sins.” 

Jesus Christ, in all his preaching, held 
up to view the grace, and love of our Heav- 
enly Father ; and in his law of love, he re- 
quires all men every where to repent, and 
trust in God for salvation and strength.— 
Although in his gospel is proclaimed an un- 
conditional salvation for all people, yet the 
joy and peace of believing, is for wise, and 
benevolent purposes, left to rest on the con- 
dition, of faith in his testimony. The only 
way in which mankind can obtain the true 
faith, is,to be humble, like the little child, 
und receive the glad tidings of great joy 
with contrition and thankfulness. Hence, 
the passage before us, does not imply that 
justice must be sacrificed, inorder, that, 
forgiveness may ensue ; but, on the other 


hand, it goes to prove, that, forgiveness con- | 


ststs in the gift ef Anmility. Henee we 


read in the immediate connexion with the 
passage last quoted, that, ** by him all that 
believe are justified,’ &c. Therefore, 
JSorgiveness does not consist in suffering 
the sinner to escape a just punishment, 
but in giving him a disposition, to “ cease 
to do evil and learn to do well.” 

Paul, in his defence before Agrippa, de- 
clares, that Christ had sent him, to open the 
eyes of the Gentiles, to turn them from dark- 
ness to light and from the power of satan 
unto God, that they may receive forgiwe- 
ness of sins, and inheritance among them 
that are sanctified by faith in Carist.”— 
(See Acts, xxvi 18.) 

This passage is full to our purpose.— 
Observe, Ist. He was ** to open their eyes— 
turn them from darkness to light, and from 
the power of satan unto God,” &c. These 
different expressions all denote the same 
thing : to wit. He was commanded so to 
instruct mankind, as that, they might turn 
trom the error of their ways unto the Lord. 
in other words, that they might have a new 
heart—a sound mind—a right spirit, and 
adopt an holy resolution, to avoid the evil 
way of the transgressor, and also to live de- 
voted to God and the cause of virtue. 

2. All this was to be done, in order, that 
they might receive “ forgiveness of sins ;” 
and it appears, that no other way was point- 
ed out to this desirable end, only, to turn 
from Satan and all evil unto God. 

They were to be turned from darkness 
to light, that they might receive forgive- 
ness ; i. e. they were to be thus turned that 
they might not sin, and thus merit punish- 
ment. We find nothing in this passage to 
induce us to believe, that forgiveness was 
to exonerate them from deserved correc- 
tion for sins already committed; but, they 
were to be so faithfully directed in the path 
of wisdom, as not to incur the punishment 
or penalty of breaking the commands of 
God. 

It has long been maintained by divines, 
that those, who are turned from darkness 
to light, or from the adversary to God, al- 
though they deserve punishment for their 
sins, will not receive it, but be forgiven — 
I readily admit, that such as are thus con- 
verted from the error of their ways, are not 
punished as much as others; but, this is 
not saying, that they shall escape a just and 
righteous correction forevery offence they 
ever did, or ever will commit. If they are 
or have been, guilty of a violation of 
the laws of God, they shall “ by no means” 





be cleared. But they are not as sorely 
punished as others, fer this good reason: 
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viz.—They do not commit so much sin, 
and consequently co not deserve so much 
punishment. 

There is nothing, neither in the scriptures 
nor in reason, to justify the opinions, that a 
converted person, is not deserving of pun- 
ishment for sin, as well as one who is in the 
gall of bitterness and in the bonds of Satan; 
but on the contrary, it is evident, from eve- 
ry source of information, that he who knows 
the truth and has been brought from na- 
ture’s darkness into the marvellous light 
of the gospelis doubly guilty in departing 
Srom the path of uprightness, and will con- 
sequently be sorely punished for his of- 
Sences. 

Permit me to ask, what excuse can be 
plead, in vindication of evil conduct by one 
who has tasted andseen that the Lord is 
sood and gracious ? Can he plead ignor- 
ance? no, for he has obtained a knowledge 
of God and his truth - Can he urge the fact 


that he has been made free from the law of 


sin and death? no, for although this may 
be true, yet “our heavenly Father’s law oi 
fore, does no iniquity approve.” In a 
word, to his mind has been unfolded, al 
that can captivate and soften the heart: His 
soul has been fed with that bread of God, 
which cometh down from heaven and giv- 
eth life, joy, peace and salvation to the 
world: and this would make a sorry excuse 
for a violation of the law of his understand- 
ing! It would be Jike the conduct of one 
who is well skilled in the law of our state, 
who should plead before acourt of justice, 
that he knew perfectly well the letter, pen- 
alty and design of the law, he knew very 
well that it was all pood, and calculated to 
promote the well being of community, and 
therefore, he had presumed to transgress ! 
No, be assured, that in proportion to the 
light received, is the heinousness of offend- | 
ing against the law of God! And further ; 
“ ofhim to whom much is given, much will 
be required ; therefore we ought not to 
flatter ourselves, that because God has been 
gracious in revealing himself to us, we may | 
therefore sin with impunity. 

Again; The next passage where for- 
giveness of sins is mentioned, is Eph. i. 7 
“In whom (Christ) we have anova 


a 


ney to Damascus, he had been smitten to 
the ground,and disaimed of the weapons of 
his rebellion ! ‘his siiking display of the 
love, power and glory of Omnipotence, 
produced in him, an holy resolution tc do 
with all his might the work of the Lord.— 
Hie “ was not disobedient unto’ the he: avenly 
vision,” but enteredimmediately upon the 
work of the ministry of reconciliation. But 
mark: Did he escape the punishment due 
his former offences ? No, he had ever found 
it “ hard to kick against the goads,” and 
he never ?ntimated that he was to be ex- 
onerated from the punishment due his for- 
met sins. Nordid he escape punishment 
for sins committed after his conversion,— 
On the contrary he says “ I wasalive,” &c. 
without ic law. once, but when the cum- 
mandment came sin revived and I died. 

Wher the commandment came to his un- 
derstanding— when the rays of truth had il- 
luminated his mind, be was led to exclaim 
in the agony of his soul, “ O wretched man 
that I am, who shall deliver me from this 
body of death !? Jience we may infer, that 
the forgiveness which he and his brethren 
had received through Christ, was not an 
exemption from deserved punishment, but 
a holy frame of mind and a firm séooketion 
to abandon the way of sin, and eleave to 
the better part or portion of righteousness. 

Again: The next and only passage where 
the word forgiveness occurs, is Col. i. 14, 
“ Who hath delivered us from the power of 
darkness, and hath translated us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we 
have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins.” 

The sentiment here expressed, is similar 
to that of the passage last quoted: But the 
; Scnse is Jess ambiguous. We here plainty 
' discover, that being translate dinto the king- 
dom of God's dear Son, and being forgiven 
is one and the same thing. In Christ we 
have forgivencss,” &c. Tobe in Christ 
is to bea new creature: hence says the a- 
postle, “he thatis in Christis a new crea- 
ture, old things are passed away—all things 
' are become new.” 





———— 





| We are now prepared to return to our 
| text, and thus find a solution of our subject. 


Now observe :—* God with his right hand 


through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, | hath exalted Christ to be a Prince and a 


according to the riches of his grace.” 

This was said in reference to the pecu- 
liar blessings enjoyed by St. Paul and his! 
brethren, They had obtained that “ faith | 
which works by love and purifies the heart,” | 
and the writer himself had seen the light of | 
heaven shining around him. On his jour-: 


| Saviour, to give repentance and forgiveness 


‘of sins.” These words were addressed to 
ithe very persons who had crucified our Sa- 
,Viour. Hence it 1s said in our context :-— 
“ Phe God of cur Fathers raised up Jesus, 
whom ye slew and hanged on a tree, him 
h ath God exalted,” &e. Now it is worthy 
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of remark, that this was done in order that 
the very people who had done this abomi- 
nable deed, wight receive the forgiveness 
of sins. Hence Christ was exalted to give 
repentan: e to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 
How eautiiuily this harmonizes with what 
was said on the cross, “ Father forgive thiem, 
&e.” Doubtless Christ prayed nothing 
doubting : He knew that his request would 
be answered: but observe; he knew also 
that the ones for whom he prayed, should 
“ by no means” escape the reward of their 
iniquity! How can these guilty Jews be 
forgiven and punished also + 

Let us ge to the BIBLE, and leave our 
prejudices behind for a moment. See Rom. 
xi. 25. “ Blindness tx part” hath happen- 
ed to Israc!, until the tulness of the Gentiles 
be come in, and so all Israei shall be sav- 
ed as it is written: “ There shall come 
out of Sion the deliverer, and shall turn a- 
way (not punishment) but ungodliness 
from Jacob, fur this my covenant unto them, 
when I shall take away (not their punish- 
ment but) their sins.” Sure this is sop dain 
that the way-faring man tho’ a fool must 
understand it. Observe, The deliverer 
was to come out of Sion (in other words 
was to be exalted a Saviour,) to turn away 
from them ungodliness and sin, so that they 
might receive a new heart—a new spirit— 
a oure mind—in a word forgiveness /— 
Now hear the prophet, Jer. xxxi.33. “ After 
those days, saith the Lord, I will put my 
law in their inward parts, and write it in 
their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.” 

This blessing was not to be granted them 
until they should have met with “ tribula- 
tion and anguish, every soul of them that 
did evil: ‘They were in fact to receive 
the full measure of their iniquity, they were 
to be kept in the prison of condemnation, 
and under bonds of darkness, until they 
should have“ pazd the uttermost farthing.” 
But after the days of their tribulation they 
were to receive the gift of forgiveness, 
which, as we have already sven, is the gift 
by grace of anew heart, producing a reso- 
lution, to turn from the error of their ways 
to serve the Lord. 

Here perhaps it may be well, to notice 
the only objection, that can be raised a- 
gainst the doctrine which 1 have advanced. 

The objector is prepared to say; ‘it is 
truly a curious way of forgiving a man, to 
punish him just as much as he deserves, 
and then liberate him! What would be 


said of a magisirate who should deal thus 
with a criminal, and then pretend that he | 
had forgiven him 77 





Ihaye not the least objection to the 
comparison. We will suppose, forthe sake 
of illustrating our subject, that, a criminal 
is sentenced to state’s Prison for 14 years: 
Now U beg to know what is the object of 
the judge in sending him there, for this 
length of time? Nay more,—what is the 
object of the /aw, in inflicting so severe a 
penalty? The answer is plain. ‘The first 
and highest object of both the law and the 
magistrate, is, or should be, to benefit the 
criminal, by producing in him a resolution, 
to reform his life. The 2d object, is, to 
benefit community, by setting before every 
individual, this example, to deter them from 
the commission of the like offence. 

Now FI demand on what ground can the 
magistrate liberate this criminal, at the ex- 
piration of 7 years? Ans. As the design 
of the law, and judge, was in the first in- 
stance, to produce a reformation in the 
conduct of the criminal, if satisfactory 
evidence of a determination on the part of 
) the criminal, to do better, can be produced, 
it would be Aumane, just, and merciful in 
the judge, to liberate him from confinement. 
But observe ; as the object of the law was 
the good of the criminal, it could not be 
strictly just to punish him one moment 
longer, than would be absolutely necessary 
to affect the desired reformation. Now it 
the judge could know for a certainiy, just 
how long it was necessary, to confine a 
man, in order to effect the object in view, 
he would punish him just so long, and no 
longer than necessary. 

The objector is willing to admit that in 
a case like this, when the criminal is sen- 
tenced te prison for 14 years, and liberated 
at the expiration of 7, in consequence of 
the desired reformation having been effect; 
ed sooner than was expected, he is in the 
most extensive sense of the word forgiven. 
He is also forgiven on principles of justice 
according to the design and object of the 
law. 

But we must go farther. We muat punish 
the criminal the whole 14 years, and then 
forgive him. Now keep in view the design 
of the law. What is it? Ans. To effect a 
reformation in the criminal. Well, then, 
why does the law require him to be punish- 
ed 14 years? Ans. Because, it supposes 
that time necessary, to effect the desired 
reformation. 

(To be continued. ) 





Unless a person conduct with upright. 
ness, it is perfectly vain that he contends 





for bis spiritual illumination. 
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TO THE DYING YHAR. 
Thou desolate and dying year : 
Emblem of transi:ory man, 
Whose wearisome and wild career 
Like thine, is bounded to a span; 
It seems but as a littieday 
Since nature smiled upen thy birth, 
And Spring came forth in fair array, 
To dance upon the joyous earth. 


Sad alteration—now how Jone— 
How verdureless in nature’s breast, 
Where ruin makes his empire known, 
In Autumn’s yellow vesture drest : 
The sprightly bird whose carol sweet 
Broke on the breath of early day— 
The Summer flowers she loved to greet— 
The bird—the flowers, oh where are they : 


Thou desolae and dying year ! 
Yet lovely in thy lifelessness, 
As beauty stretched upon the bier 
In death’s clay cold and dark caress ; 
There’s loveliness in thy decay, 
Which breathes, which lingers round thee still, 
Like memory’s mild and cheering ray 
Beaming upon the night of ill. 


Yet—yet, the radiance is not gone 
Which shed a richness o’er the scene, 
Which smiled upon the golden dawn 
When skies were brilliant and serenc— 
Oh! still a melancholy smile — 

Gleams upon nature’s aspect fair, 
To charm the eye a little while 
Ere ruin spreads his mantle there ! 


Thon desolate and dying year! 
Since Time entwined thy vernal wreath, 
How often love hath shed the tear 
And knelt beside the bed of death : 
How many hearts that lightly sprung 
When Joy was blooming but to die, 
Their finest chords by death unstrung, 
Have yielded life’s expiring sigh. 


And pillowed low beneath the clay, 
Have ceased to melt—to breathe—to burn— 
The proud—the gentle, and the gay 
Gathered unto the mouldering ura— 
Whilst freshly flowed the frequent tear 
For love bereft—affection fled— 
For all that were our blessings here, 
The loved—the lost—the sainted dead ! 


Thou desolate and dying year! 
The musing spirit finds in thee 
Lessons impressive and severe 
Of deep and stern mortality— 
Thou teachest how the germ of youth 
Which blooms in being’s dawning day, 
Planted by nature—reared by truth— 
Withers like thee in dark decay. 


Promise of youth ! fair as the form 
Ofheaven’s benign and golden bow, 
Thy smiling arch begirds the storm, 
And sheds a light on every woe ; 

Hope wakes for thee, and te her tongue, 
A tone of melody is given, 

As if her magic veice were struug 
With the empyreal fire of heaver. 
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And love which never can expire, 
W hose origin is from on high, 
Throws o’er thy morn a ray of fire 
From the pure fountains of the sky— 
That ray which glows and brightens stil! 
Unchanged—cternal, and divine— 
Where seraphs own its holy thrill, 
Aud bow before its gleaming shrine. 








Thou desolate and dying year ! 
Prophetic of our final fall, 
Thy buds are gone—thy leaves are scar— 
Thy beauties shrouded in the pall : 
And all the garniture that shed 
A brilliancy upon thy prime, 
Hath like a morning vision fled 
Unto the expandes grave of Time. 


Time! time! in thy triumphal flight 
How all life’s phantoms fleet away— 
The smile of hope—and young delight— 
F‘ame’s meteor beam—and fancy’s ray ; 
They fade—and on thy heaving tide 
Rolling its storiny waves afar, 

Are borne the wrecks of human pride, 
The broken wrecks of fortune’s war.— 


There in disorder dark and wild 
Are seen the fabrics once so high, 
Which mortal vanity had piled 
As emblems of eternity ! 
And deemed the stately piles whose forms 
Frowned in their majesty sublime, 
Would stand unshaken by the storms 
That gathered round the brow of time. 


Thou desolate and dying year ! 
Earth’s brightest pleasures fade like thine, 
Like evening shadows disappear 
And leave the spirits to repine— 
The stream of life that used to pour 
Its fresh and sparkling waters on, 
While fate stood watching on the shore, 
And numbered all the moments gone— 


Where bath the morning s. lendor flowe 
Which danced upon that crystal stream ? 
Where are the joys to childhood knowa 
When life is an enchanted dream ? 
Enveloped in the starless night 
Which destiny has everspread— 

Enrolled upon that trackless flight 
Where the dark wing of time has sped. 


Ob ! thus hath life its eventide 
Of sorrow—loneliness—and grief— 
And thus divested of its pride 
It withers like the yellow leaf:-~ 
Oh! Sugbh is life’s autumnal bower 
When plundered of its summer bloon— 
And such is life’s autumnal hour 
Which heralds man unto ihe tomb. 
FLORIO. 
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